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Narrative
The City of Gardner is an urban/industrial center. The city was settled
late and showed a dispersed, small scale woodworking industry in the
1800's. By the early 19th century, however, this had become concentrated
in a large number of chair manufacturing shops. Between 1830 and 1870 the

expansion had brought in immigrants mostly from England, Ireland and
Canada. Russian Finns, Swedes and Poles joined them in the 1890's as the
chairmaking industry expanded. The Heywood-Wakefield chair factory complex
was created and expanded between 1870 and 1897 and remained for the whole
of the 19th century a major factor in the city's economy.
Mt. Gardner Seminary, a college for women, was formed in 1884 and the free
public library was created in 1886, but the Gardner Light Infantry, a
voluntary military troop, was formed as early as 1813. In 1896, the evening
naturalization classes established in the city to help immigrants become
citizens were commended by the state. The Gardner State Colony for the
Insane, built in 1904, was a pioneer in the then innovative dispersal of
patients in cottage residences rather than one huge building, a model that
has since been copied around the country.

(Seal supplied by community. Narrative based on information
provided by the Massachusetts Historical Commission)
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EGEOGRAPHY

Location

North Central Massachusetts, bordered by Winchendon and Ashburnham on the north,
Templeton on the west, Westminster on the east, and Hubbardston on the south.
Gardner is 28 miles northwest of Worcester, 59 miles northwest of Boston, 61
miles northeast of Springfield, and 195 miles from New York City.

Total Area: 23.00 sq. miles
Land Area: 22.19 sq. miles
Population: 20,125
Density: 907 per sq. mile

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Barre Falls Dam Station)

Normal temperature in January..... 20.0°F
Normal temperature in July........ 67.2°F
Normal annual precipitation....... 421"

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates

Gardner, Templeton, Ashburnham

Regional Planning Agency

Montachusett

Metropolitan Statistical Area
(1993 Definition)
Fitchburg-Leominster

Department of Housing and Community Development
Mitt Romney, Governor, Jane Wallis Gumble, Director


http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/dhcd/dhcd.htm

@GOVERNMENT

Municipal Offices
Main Number: (978) 632-1900
Telephone Numbers for Public Information

Form of Government
Mayor-Council

Year Incorporated
As a town: 1785
As a city: 1923

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)

Number %
Total Registered 9,058
Democrats 4,391 48.5
Republicans 1,215 13.4
Other parties 3 0.0
Unenrolled Voters 3,449 38.1

Legislators

Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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@DEMOGRAPHICS

Table DP-1. Profile of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000

Cecgraphic Area: Gardner city, Mazzachusetts

[Faor informati on on canfidertiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see text)

Subject Mumber]| Persent Subject Murmber | Pement

Total population. ... o 20,770 100.0 JHISPAMIC OF LATIMG AND RACE

Total population. . 20,770 f00.0
SEX AMND AGE Hizpanic or Latine (of an}.r me] a4a 441
Mlake . ..o 10545 21.3] Mexican. . 119 05
Female. ... 10125 427 | Puerte Rican, . 505 24
Cuban . . 148 A
UnderS yvears ... o 1244 G0 OtherHEpannorLatlno oo 10
L e 1,492 72
0t TAyEArE 1 406 g.g | Mot Hizpanic or Lafing .. 199221 954
16 te A0 years 1224 50 Wit Alone. . oo 14,002 Qo9
B e T 1,154 5.5 | RELATIONSHIF
DEe Bdwears oL 2852 14.1 Total pOpPUIAton. .. ... ... 20,770 1000
Moo A wears oo LEEs 7.7 lin househalds. 10,402 0aa
45t Bdyears 2,582 1300 Hougehelder. ... 4200 209
BE o DU Yaars ... .. Qi3 4.3 Spouse 1 57T 177
SOt Gdwears ... TOT 341 chig, 5:?36 T
Eﬁto.'r‘-'-hrears 1585 ] Ownchlldundermyeam 4542 240
75 1o B4 years 1245 S0l Other ratives | S 521 an
85 vears and over AP 510 25 Under 15-5@3]-3 040 10
nnedanagewears]........................... a5 | Mennehtives . 1176 57
Unmamied panner G2 29
'I.E.yearsandmrer............................ 15,6844 FE.3 0 group quarters . . 1,278 52
Male. . L0EE 2881 Instiuticnalized |:-o|:l.|latbn 1,248 G0
Female. e TG 2741 Meninstiutionalized populatlc-n 40 0z
21 years and ouer 15,171 Ta0
621_.rearsand01rer ATe4 181 |HOUSEHOLD BY TYPE
Eﬁyearsandover............................ 3344 151 Tatal households. . g.282 00.0
Male. ... 1,248 55 Famlh.rh-::-ussehob:ls(fammee] 5,005 514
Faemake. . ... .. o 1,993 Q5 thwngh|urenunder1gyeafs 250; 0.5,
hlamied-coupke family . o AEFT 44 4
RACE Wiith own chidren under15years o 'ISE'E 191
Cne: race. 20442 9241 Female housshoder, ne husband present 1,063 127

W hiite: . G 19,242 924 Wiith own chidren under 18 years .. 719 a7

Black or Affizan Ameran . ave 2.3 |Mentamily houssholds . 3,195 285

Armerizan Indian and Alaska Natnre T 23] Househelder living alone B 2 587 a0 4

Asian . 284 1.4 Heuseholer 65 years and cver, 1,118 1485
Astanlnu:han 21 o
Ch,ﬁé@é 51 fo |Houzsholds with individuals under 18 vears ... .. 2594 A2h
Filipine. .. ... 20 0.4 |Househelds with individuzls &5 years and cuer . 2,285 276
ﬁi'z;ne@ 21; g:: Awerage household sie. .o 285 1)
Vistnamess e i Average familysize. oo 2497 (]
Cther Agian ! . 107 o0&

Native Hauwaiian and Other Pasifiy Isknder. ... 18 01 Hogftlgifug?ngpﬁnhi‘tcg...................... pae| 4000
gatme Hawauanq-l P g - | cocupied housing units . 58,262 087
S:amaman & amc-rrc- " |varant housing units. 555 5.3
Otl'lu-neﬁ-la&rfblslanderzm'mmmmm 1' Far seazonal, recreatlc-nal or

Somecther mes ... . 285 1.2 bnaluse 24 04

Tuer OF TNOR2 RS .. oo e e 220 1.8 | Homeowner vazancy mie (pement]. . ... ........ 1.4 ]
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HoUSIMG TEMURE

B BESl "o | oceupied housing units . g,202| 1000
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- Represents Zerc of reunds 1o zere,

) Mot applicable.

T Cther Azian alons, of Wo of Mo ASiEn categorics.
2 Cther Pagific lslander alens, of e of mere Mative Hawaiian and Cther Pacific lzlander categorics.
# In combination with cne or mene of the other races listed. The 2 numbers may add to mere than the total popalaticn and the zix percentages
may add to mene than 100 percent because individuals may report mere than cne Rce.

Soumse: L2 Census Bureay, Census 2000,
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fHOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman) -

Town Stats - Free market Statistics

Subsidized Housing Units (pHCD 1998)

DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units

in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)

Conventional State: 337
Conventional Federal: 0
Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
State (MRVP: 13
Federal (Section 8): 102
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E'TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS

The principal highway is State Route 2, which runs across northern
Massachusetts. State Route 140 and Interstate 190 connect the region to
Worcester. The Springfield Terminal Railway line (the former Boston and
Maine Railroad) parallels Route 2 and provides access to the network of
intermodal facilities serving central and eastern Massachusetts.

Major Highways
The principal highway is State Route 2, which runs E-W across northern
Massachusetts.

Rail
Commuter rail service is available to North Station, Boston, from Fitchburg
(travel time 85-94 min.; no parking), via connecting Wilson and Mart buses.
The Providence and Worcester Railroad and the Springfield Terminal Railway
provide freight service. Contact number for the P & W: (978) 755-4000
ext.310. Contact number for the STRR: (978) 663-1073

Bus

Gardner is a member of the Montachusett Regional Transit Authority (MRTA),
which provides fixed route service within Gardner and to the
Fitchbug-Leominster Area, and paratransit services for the elderly and
disabled. Vermont Transit Lines provides service from Gardner, to New
Hampshire, Vermont, and to Boston via Fitchburg, Ft. Devens, Concord, and
Newton.

Other
The Gardner Municipal Airport, a General Aviation (GA) facility located 2
miles SW of the city, has a 3,000'x 75' asphalt runway. Instrument
approaches available: Non-precision.
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@CULTURE AND RECREATION

LIBRARIES

Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalo

MUSEUMS

(American Association of Museums)
The Gardner Museum
28 Pearl Street, Route 101
(978) ©32-3277

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Recreational Facilities (Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section
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@MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH FACILITIES

(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals

Henry Heywood Memorial Hospital

Long Term Care
Eastwood Pines Nursing Home
Gardner Manor Nursing Home
Wachusett Manor Nursing Home

Hospices
Vna Of Greater Gardner Hospice

Rest Homes
Forest Manor Rest Home

UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However,
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.
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